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BOROUGH GREEN  
OPTICIANS 

EST 1972 
OPTOMETRISTS AND 

CONTACT LENS CONSULTANTS 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday   
9.00 - 5.30  

Wednesday Closed 
Saturday 

 9.00 - 1.00  

• Full eye examination  

• Cataract referrals 

• Glaucoma check 

• Free trial on most types of 
contact lenses 

25, High Street 
Borough Green 

Kent 
 01732 884558 

Email bgopticians@outlook.com 

G R SERVICING LTD 
Now at Unit 16 

Orchard Place Business Centre 
Seven Mile Lane 
Wrotham Heath 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Servicing and repairing your 
vehicles.  
MOTs can also be arranged. 
 

PLEASE CALL  

01732 882725 as before. 

mailto:bgopticians@outlook.com
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Editorial from the Church of the Good Shepherd 
 

April 2026 

 

 

 As April arrives we are already a quarter of the way through the 
year! New Year’s resolutions and those short, rainy days of winter a 
diminishing memory. Forty days of Lent and the Spring Equinox are behind 
us. War, conflict and political uncertainty continue to lurk unsettlingly in the 
background yet, through it all, day by day, we just rush on dealing with the 
demands of our busy lives. 

 But April’s longer days and the bursting of new life all around 
deserve our attention and urge us not to waste the year. The season invites 
us to step off life’s conveyor belt for a while and really notice the beauty 
of the natural world. Newly emerging flowers, unfurling leaves, the buzz of 
an awakening bumble bee, the delight of a blackbird’s song, the calm 
serenity of a sunset; to find quiet joy in God's creation. It is a season that 
perfectly mirrors the message of Easter: life breaks through where we least 
expect it. This month, I encourage you to take time to be still, breathe 
deeply and be amazed by Mother Nature. 

 At church our 120 Acts of Kindness Tree on the wall in the annexe is 
also coming to life as more and more leaves are added; each leaf 
representing an act of kindness performed by someone in our community. 
Have you added one yet? This month, as a community, let’s look for ways to 
bring the warmth of Easter to our friends and neighbours; help the Kindness 
Tree to flourish and show God’s love at work in us and through us. 

 

Julie Sweeting 

Churchwarden 

 

Read more about the 120 Acts of Kindness Tree on page 5. 
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Easter services at the Church of the Good Shepherd 
2 April Maundy Thursday 

7pm -  Bring and Share Last Supper 
A chance to remember Jesus’ last meal with his disciples 

3 April Good Friday 
10am - All Age Good Friday Worship  

We hear about the events that led up to Jesus’ crucifixion 
2pm - Last Hour Vigil - with Bishop Simon of Tonbridge 

A reflective service focusing on the last hour of Jesus’ life 
5 April Easter Sunday 

10am - All Age Easter Holy Communion with Rev Clive Wood 

A joyous service to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection 

NB: 29 March 10.30am Palm Sunday Communion Service will be with our 

friends at St Mary's Platt (there will be no service at the Good Shepherd that 

Sunday). 
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John Ballantyne 

 
All DIY work for reasonable rates 

 

Painting and Decorating, 
Flat pack assembly, 

Curtain poles, Blinds, 
 Mirrors and Pictures fitted, 

Jet Washing, 
Fencing 

 

General property maintenance 
No job too small 

 

Mobile: 07890 034846 

J & F 
 

A C C O U N T A N C Y  L T D 

Chartered Accountants 

Self Assessment Tax Returns 

Self-Employed Accounts 

Limited Company Accounts 

             Payroll & CIS          

MTD for Income Tax Advisers  

Tel: 01732 885444 
 

1 Station Court, Station Approach  
Borough Green, Kent TN15 8AD 

Email: info@jandfaccountancy.co.uk 
Web: www.jandfaccountancy.co.uk 

London House Works, 
Station Road, 

Borough Green 

 
www.gsmechengineers.co.uk 

 
email: 

 info@gsmechengineers.co.uk 

 
Tel: 01732 885314 

VEHICLE SERVICING  
AND REPAIRS 

Sevenoaks 
based 

mailto:info@jandfaccountancy.co.uk
http://www.gsmechengineers.co.uk
mailto:info@gsmechengineers.co.uk
mailto:jmllimited@aol.com
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 Notes from Borough Green Council 
The Council met at 7.30pm Monday 2nd March 2026 at the COGS 
Annexe. Matters raised included: 
 
• Town Status commences 1st April 2026. The Clerk has changed the bank 

accounts to "Borough Green Council" and the decision will be reviewed 
every 6 months.  

 This year marks the 92nd anniversary of our incorporation as a distinct 
 parish and a political entity in our own right and we will again be flying the 
 Borough Green flag in celebration. 
 The shield on the flag (and above here) was designed by the late Cllr 
 Charles Willsher twenty years ago and is registered with the College of 
 Heralds. The wavy cross on a green background represents a crossroads in 
 the countryside - Borough Green precisely. The portcullis means a place of 
 safety, a refuge, which it is, if you forget the traffic on the aforementioned 
 crossroads. 
 
• Thursday and Friday Lunch Club. Pauline Nix, supported by the Parish 

Council, runs this very successful lunch club for our older residents. It is such a 
valuable event giving those elderly residents a hot meal and friendly 
company. If you know of any elderly neighbours who would benefit from the 
service, please let the Clerk know - transport can be arranged.   

 
• Recreation Ground Pavilion. Planning, disability access requirements and 

tight end of year finances have delayed the project - we will not now open 
in time for this spring and summer. But at least we have stopped any further 
deterioration with the new roof and the damp proofing. 

 
• Speed Indicator Devices. We are investigating the possibility of purchasing 

two SIDs and installing them on Council controlled land to try and reduce 
vehicle speeds through the village. Whilst drivers may not be exceeding the 
speed limit by much, the extra harm caused by every extra mph to a 
pedestrian in a collision is enormous.  

 
• Pavement Parking continues to be a severe problem for pedestrians, 

pushchair and wheelchair users, forcing them out into fast traffic to get past. 
We do accept that in some corners of the village there is a desperate 
shortage of parking and road space, but these tend to be less trafficked 
roads. An awful lot of pavement parking in the village on the main roads is 
just laziness and a false sense of entitlement - try and remember others 
need the pavements. 

 
• Basn the Trash is an initiative started several years ago by a young lady 

resident of the village. It still runs monthly on the first Sunday starting at 
11.30am at the village hall. All the equipment is provided and it is a great 
fun event for a family, a huge benefit to the community, a healthy walk and 
good for the soul as well. 

(Continued on page 11) 
 

ESTABLISHED 
APRIL1934 
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Tel:01622 202475 - Mob: 07545 086827 
 

Email: dbhomeandgarden@gmail.com 

 

A PALMER COMPLETE 
ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

 
01732 886 939   07774 201 154 

 
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK  

LARGE OR SMALL 
 

FULL REWIRES, PARTIAL 
REWIRES, FUSEBOARDS, 

TEST CERTIFICATES,  

SOCKETS, LIGHTING.  

DOMESTIC     COMMERCIAL   

LOCAL AUTHORITY 

RELIABLE FRIENDLY SERVICE. 

mailto:dbhomeandgarden@gmail.com
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Advertising 
Any commercial bodies or people offering services who wish to advertise 
should contact Chris Atkins email chris.atkins1952@gmail.com or phone 
01732 366615 about rates and availability of spaces.  
If you have something you want to sell, a caravan or cottage you want to let 
for holidays etc then contact Margaret Jeffery. The cost of such personal 
notices are just £2 per issue.  
The views expressed in articles are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team. 
The Editorial Team cannot accept responsibility for wrong information 
received, or mistakes that occur in publication. The Editorial Team cannot 
accept responsibility for any delay in distribution. Publication of 
advertisements does not imply any form of recommendation. All articles in this 
magazine are covered by copyright and permission must be obtained before 
reproducing them in any format.  
The total print run of the magazine is over 2000 copies and it is also 
available to read on the COGS, BG Community and Council websites. 

 
Thanks  

Thank you to the Borough Green Council for their generous grant and to all 
our advertisers for their financial support which makes the production of this 
magazine possible. Also thank you to all our distributors who get the Voice to 
every house in the community. 

 
Articles for the next magazine 

The Voice is your community magazine and it relies on the people of Borough 
Green to make it as interesting as possible. Organisations, clubs and 
individuals are welcome to submit articles on their activities and subjects likely 
to be of interest. 
The deadline for articles for the next magazine will be Tuesday 14 April and 
these should be sent to the address below. The next magazine will cover May 
so if you have any events planned for that month and you would like them to 
appear in the diary section please send to :- 
m-jeffery@talktalk.net       Margaret Jeffery  
01732 883978        7 Lendon Road  
         Borough Green  
         TN15 8SE 

Delivering the Voice 
 

We are looking for some help to deliver this magazine 
each month as a number of our current volunteers, who 

have been doing this for many years, are looking to wind down.  
 

If you are willing to put your name forward to help with this, 
please contact Chris Atkins 01732 366615. 

mailto:chris.atkins1952@gmail.com
mailto:m-jeffery@talktalk.net
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WROTHAM COMPUTER 
CARE 

Computer help  

at your Home or Office 

 
PCs and Apple Macs 

 
We are a local company providing  

an affordable service to local families,  
professionals, businesses and schools. 

 

For more details please contact us: 

 

01732 780176 or 07795 552440  

 
mwhite@wrothamcomputercare.com 

 

www.wrothamcomputercare.com 

Professional Domestic  
Cleaning Services 

 
Are you a busy mum? 
Working long hours? 
Just need extra help? 

 
Give us a call for reliable DBS 
checked staff and fully insured 

service! 
 

01732 792076 

 

sophie@capablecleaners.co.uk 
www.capablecleaners.co.uk 

mailto:mwhite@wrothamcomputercare.com
http://www.wrothamcomputercare.com
mailto:j.lawrenson@hotmail.com
mailto:sophie@capablecleaners.co.uk
http://www.capablecleaners.co.uk
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 Hi Kent are no longer supporting Borough Green Medical Practice's 
patients with hearing aid aftercare (batteries, cleaning wires, tubes). If 
patients that were fitted at the Borough Green Medical Practice require 
batteries, domes, tubes or aftercare please ask them to email us at 
kmicb.ent@nhs.net or call us 01732 887210 (between 10am and 2pm). 
Patients can also purchase batteries through Amazon or local pharmacy/
shop. 
 We would like to share the news that our Senior Partner, Dr Paul 
Unwin, will be retiring from the Practice on 31 March. 
 Dr Unwin has dedicated many years of committed service to our 
patients and community. Throughout his time with us, he has shown 
unwavering professionalism, compassion and leadership. His hard work 
and commitment have made a lasting impact on both patients and 
colleagues; he will be greatly missed by us all. 
 From April, all of Dr Unwin’s patients will be transferred to our new 
partners joining the Practice - Dr Fiona Humphreys and Dr Louise Roberts. 
We are delighted and excited to welcome them to the team and are 
confident they will continue to provide the high standard of care our 
patients deserve. 
 While Dr Unwin is retiring from his role as Senior Partner, you may 
still see him around the Practice as he will be continuing to run some ENT 
clinics. 
 Please join us in thanking Dr Unwin for his many years of dedication 
and in wishing him a very happy and well-deserved retirement. We wish 
him all the very best for this next chapter. 

Borough Green Medical Practice 
 

The next Borough Green Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 7 April at 
19.30 in the COGS Annexe. The agenda will include a period for public 
contributions and questions.  
The Annual Community meeting will be held at 7pm Tuesday 5 May where 
clubs and groups can present an annual report, followed immediately by the 
Council Annual meeting with the election of the Chair and Vice Chair, and 
appointments made to committees and outside bodies. 
 
        

Council Contacts 
Chairman  mike.taylor@boroughgreen.gov.uk  01732 882880 

Clerk clerk@boroughgreen.gov.uk  07568 536405 
Full minutes are posted at  MINUTES | mysite (boroughgreen.gov.uk) 

mailto:kmicb.ent@nhs.net
mailto:mike.taylor@boroughgreen.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@boroughgreen.gov.uk
https://www.boroughgreen.gov.uk/minutes-archive
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Extensions - Loft conversions   
Internal & External Alterations 

Full Planning &  
Structural Engineers Service 
References Always Available 

 
 

www.honeycombconstruction.co.uk 

(01732) 883443   
07989 509 630  

“Help at an emotional time” 
 
 

Borough Green, 
Wrotham, St Mary’s Platt, Ightham 

& surrounding villages 
01732 780600 

 
43 Western Road, TN15 8AL 

boroughgreen@welhamjones.co.uk 
 
 

 Traditional & Contemporary funerals 
 Eco-friendly funerals & woodland burials 

 Private chapel of rest  Home arrangements 
 Memorials & keepsakes 

 
 

www.welhamjones.co.uk 

 
Karl Burrluck 

Plumbing and Heating 
 
 
 
 
 

01732 886984          
07886 783 170                

 
52 Western Road 
Borough Green, 

Sevenoaks 
TN15 8AQ 

“THE AERIAL MAN” 
TV AERIAL AND SATELLITE ENGINEER 

 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

FREE ESTIMATES 

LOCAL FRIENDLY FAMILY FIRM, 

EST 40 YEARS 

FREE VIEW - FREESAT- BT VISION 

TALKTALK - SKY- FREE CHANNELS 

FULLY INSURED 

DISCOUNTED RATES FOR 

SENIOR CITIZENS 
 

 

Borough Green 
 

07436 564 897 
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Borough Green Baptist Church 
Services over Easter period 

 
  3 April       Good Friday       10.30 
  5 April       Easter Sunday  10.30    

 St Joseph’s Catholic Church 

Services over Easter period 
 

 2 April    Mass of the Last Supper    7.00 

 3 April    St Bernadette’s, West Kingsdown - Solemn Liturgy 3.00  
   (No service at St Joseph’s) 
 5 April    Easter Sunday Mass   9.30 

 

Join Borough Green Bowls Club  
 New Members Welcome!  

 
 Forget the stereotypes. Our bowls club is all about good times, 
good people and seriously good sport if that's your thing. Whether 
you come for a social roll up with friends, or aiming to play at county 
or even national level, you'll feel right at home. 

 New to bowls? It's quick to learn, surprisingly addictive and genuinely 
good for you; we'll help you get started. You are outdoors, moving, bending, 
walking, stretching and being active. It's great for fitness, balance, co-ordination 
and even clearing your head after a long day.  
 Want more than just social play? We have organised roll ups, friendly 
matches and club competitions, where skills, strategy and teamwork matter. You 
can keep it casual or go fully competitive - or mix both. Bowls is a great sport 
that all the family can take part in and may be the only sport where you could 
compete against your grandparents and lose! 
 Expect social events, laughs and a welcoming clubhouse and bar, that's just 
as important as the green. But when it's game time, the competition is real and 
the wins feel great. It's affordable, inclusive and perfect for players from the 
very young, right up to the 'more mature'. Come for the laughs. Stay for the 
competition. Feel better doing it.  
 Looking for a fun, friendly way to stay active and meet new people? 
Come and try lawn bowls with us! We are a welcoming club open to all ages and 
abilities. Whether you’re completely new to the sport or have played before, 
you’ll receive a warm welcome on our green.  
 Location: Harrison Road, Borough Green TN15 8RZ (back of the recreation 
ground). Our car park postcode is TN15 8SG. 
 For more details contact: BGBC Hon. Secretary Alison Andrews 07809 
775322 or email bgbc@boroughgreenbowls.co.uk. 
 Find us on Facebook 'Borough Green Bowls Club'. 

mailto:bgbc@boroughgreenbowls.co.uk
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Church of the Good Shepherd Food Bank  
Thanks to your continuing generosity we have been able to support 
many local families in need. Donations may be left in the Church’s 
porch on any day - the porch is usually open 10am - 4pm. 
We welcome donations of any non-perishable food. In addition, 
these items are especially helpful right now: 

 

Breakfast  cereals, breakfast bars  
Lunch box  cartons of fruit juice, packets of snacks 
Tinned   sweetcorn, chopped tomatoes, baked beans, ham, tuna 
Store cupboard  Fray Bentos pies, UHT semi-skimmed milk. biscuits 
Toiletries  toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, shower gel, deodorant, 
  soap 
Household  carrier bags, laundry detergent, multi-surface cleaner,  
  washing-up liquid, toilet rolls 
 

Donations of Easter Eggs before 29 March will be very welcome. 
 

Thank you 
 

For any enquiries regarding our foodbank please contact Ian Simpson on 
07801135460 or foodbank.cogs@gmail.com.  

mailto:foodbank.cogs@gmail.com
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Contacting the Church of the Good Shepherd 
 

In the absence of a Vicar: 

If you need to speak to someone from the church (including any 
enquiry about a wedding, a baptism or a funeral) contact one 
of the churchwardens –  

 Julie (885437) or Carole (07542 442 140). 

If you have an enquiry about burial of ashes contact Elaine 
(886440). 

  COGS website www.cogsonline.co.uk  

NOTHING FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS THIS MONTH 

Games, Tea & Chat  
On alternative Mondays (for dates see diary section) at 
2 - 4pm in the annexe to the Church of the Good 
Shepherd. Come and enjoy board games, tea and a chat. 
Plenty of room for new folk so, if you are wondering 
whether it’s for you, do get in touch and ask for more 
information or just turn up at 2.00. 

Contact Elaine Almond on 886440 or etalmond@aol.com 

Cinema at COGS 
Wednesday 15 Apil 2pm in the Church of the Good Shepherd. 
Please check the Church’s noticeboard for this month’s 
presentation. All are welcome so come for an afternoon of free 
entertainment. Refreshments available during the interval.  
This is the last one of the season - will start again in September. 

Monday Minis Toddler Time   
Play and socialising for pre-school children and their grown 
ups. Monday 27 April 10 to 12 noon in COGS annexe. No 
charge, just a donation for tea and coffee please. 

http://www.cogsonline.co.uk
mailto:etalmond@aol.com
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Events in the community 
for the month of April 

  
2  BG Lunch Club  - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00  
 BG Library - Coffee & Chat - 10.15 to 12.15 
 SJCC -  Mass of the Last Supper - 7.00pm 
 COGS - Bring and Share Last Supper - 7.00pm 
3  GOOD FRIDAY 
 COGS - All Age Good Friday Worship - 10.00  
 BGBC -  Service - 10.30 
 COGS - Last Hour Vigil with Bishop Simon of Tonbridge - 2.00 
 St Bernadette’s, West Kingsdown - Solemn Liturgy - 3.00  
  (No service at SJCC) 

4  Saturday Open House - COGS - 10.00 to 12.00 

5 EASTER SUNDAY 
 SJCC - Mass - 9.30  
 COGS - All Age Holy Communion with Rev Clive Wood - 10.00  
 BGBC - Service - 10.30 
 Bash the Trash - BGVH - 11.30 to 12.30 

7  BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15  to 4.15 
 BG Council - COGS Annexe -  7.30  
8  Sticky Fingers - BGBC - 10.00 to 11.15  

9  SJCC - 10.00 Mass followed by Adoration  
 BG Lunch Club  - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00  
 BG Library - Coffee & Chat - 10.15 to 12.15 

10 BG Lunch Club - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00  
 BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45 
 BG Library - Friday 2 Book Club - 2.15 to 4.15  
 Wrotham Historical Society - 7.45 - Wrotham Village Hall  
11  Saturday Open House - COGS - 10.00 to 12.00 

 COGS - Quiz Night - 7.00 
12  SJCC - Mass - 9.30  
 COGS - Holy Communion with Bishop Jonathan of Rochester - 10.00  
 BGBC - Service - 10.30 

13 BG Library - Natty Stitchers - 10.00 to 12.00 
 Games, Tea and Chat - COGS  Annexe - 2.00 to 4.00 
 BG Library - TLC Bookworms  - 2.15 to 3.30   
14  BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15  to 4.15 
15  COGS - Film Afternoon - 2.00 
16  SJCC - 10.00 Mass followed by Adoration  
 BG Lunch Club  - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00  
 BG Library - Coffee & Chat - 10.15 to 12.15 

17  BG Lunch Club - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00  
 BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45 

18  Saturday Open House - COGS - 10.00 to 12.00 
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19  COGS - Breakfast Church - 9.00   
 SJCC - Mass - 9.30  
 BGBC - Service - 10.30 

20  BG Library - Natty Stitchers - 10.00 to 12.00 
 BGVH - u3a meeting -  2.00  

21 BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15  to 4.15 
22  Sticky Fingers - BGBC - 10.00 to 11.15  

23  SJCC - 10.00 Mass followed by Adoration  
 BG Lunch Club  - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00  
 BG Library - Coffee & Chat - 10.15 to 12.15 

24  BG Lunch Club - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00  
 BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45 

25  Saturday Open House - COGS - 10.00 to 12.00 

26  SJCC - Mass - 9.30  
 COGS - Holy Communion with Canon Brian Stevenson and  
  Children’s Church - 10.00  
 BGBC - Service - 10.30 

27  BG Library - Natty Stitchers - 10.00 to 12.00 
 Toddler Time - COGS  Annexe - 10.00 to 12.00  
 Games, Tea and Chat - COGS  Annexe - 2.00 to 4.00 
28  BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15  to 4.15 
 Ightham Gardeners’ Club  - Ightham Village Hall - 7.00 

30  SJCC - 10.00 Mass followed by Adoration  
 BG Lunch Club  - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00  
 BG Library - Coffee & Chat - 10.15 to 12.15 
 BGVH - Heart of Kent Hospice Charity Sale - 2.00 to 4.00 
  
 
Note: COGS Services maybe be subject to change in the interregnum.  

Abbreviations  
COGS  Church of the Good Shepherd    

 BGBC    Borough Green Baptist Church 
SJCC    St Joseph’s Catholic Church     
BGVH   Borough Green Village Hall 
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IGHTHAM & DISTRICT 

GARDENERS’ CLUB 
 

Invite you to our April meeting.  

We have a talk on 
 

“DAHLIAS AND OTHER FLOWERS” 

by BRYAN EVEREST 
 

TUESDAY 28 APRIL 

IGHTHAM VILLAGE HALL 
for 7.00pm 

 
Visitors very welcome 

For further information contact -  

Dee Samways – 0779 900 2129 

or IghthamDGC@hotmail.com  

 
Wrotham  

Historical Society  
 

 

Friday 10 April 
 
 
 
 

Spitfire Elizabeth  
and The Roaring Boys 

 
A talk by Nick Oram 

 
  7.45pm Wrotham Village Hall  

 
  

  All visitors welcome - £5 

Early Bird Tickets are officially on sale until 31 March for Wrotham's first all day 
music festival experience. Go to www.wrothammusicfestival.com. 

Acts performing at the festival include Wrotham's favourite "The Daisy Chains" 
and, coming across the river from Essex, the fabulous "TrolleyBoys". More acts will 

be announced soon. 
This is a charity event with proceeds donated to local causes. 

 

  
 

 
Borough Green Village Litter Pick 

Every first Sunday of the month 11.30 - 12.30 from BG village hall.  
All equipment supplied, just turn up and go at your own pace.   

http://www.wrothammusicfestival.com
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Over the past few months we have been undergoing a spring 
clean and, after more than 30 years, it was long overdue to 
clear out some of those old and abandoned items. While 

sorting through cupboards and storage areas we uncovered some wonderful old 
photographs of the village. These offer a fascinating glimpse into our shared past 
and the community spirit that has always been at the heart of village life. They 
are so good that we wanted to share these with you so we are displaying some of 
them in the hall. We hope that you will enjoy seeing them. 
 It is the time of the year that we need to review our hiring rates and we are 
pleased that we have maintained our existing charges with the exception of the 
Small Hall. Because it is impossible to hire out the Meeting Room and the Small 
Hall separately, we have merged the two rooms into one. While this meant a 
slight increase for some it does provide a large space and better versatility. Most 
have found this beneficial with hirers giving positive feedback and many groups 
appreciating the extra space and better layout. Work is underway to provide a 
new office area available to hire for small business meetings and private 
chatrooms. 
 We are mindful of keeping the village hall competitively priced while 
offering the very best value for our community. We are committed to improving 
the facility while maintaining it as a welcoming, flexible and affordable space for 
everyone to enjoy. 
 We welcome back the Borough Green and Platt Players’ annual panto this 
month so make sure you have booked your seat. It always is a great show. 
 We look forward to seeing you at the hall soon, whether to view the 
photographs, attend an event or perhaps host one of your own. 
 

Bryan Rawlins, Chair  
01732 646040  

 boroughgreenvillagehall@gmail.com  
www.boroughgreenvillagehall.co.uk  

Borough Green & Wrotham u3a 
 The next Borough Green and Wrotham u3a monthly meeting 
will be held on Monday 20 April at 2 pm in Borough Green village hall. Regular 
members will notice that this is the third Monday in the month! This is a one-off 
change, for unavoidable organisational reasons, and regular service will be 
resumed from May onwards with meetings on the usual second Monday in each 
month. 
 At our meeting on Monday 20 April we are delighted to welcome back 
Fred Lamont who will give a fascinating talk on the history of Thomas Cook. We 
look forward to Fred’s talk and to our usual chats over tea, coffee and biscuits. 
 We look forward to welcoming existing and new members (free) and 
guests (£5). Parking is free for village hall users, so please remember to register 
your car in the village hall lobby when you arrive. 
  

 For further information, or to join your local u3a, please contact:     
 info@bgwu3a.org.uk or visit our website https://bgw.u3asite.uk  

mailto:boroughgreenvillagehall@gmail.com
http://www.boroughgreenvillagehall.co.uk
mailto:info@bgwu3a.org.uk
https://bgw.u3asite.uk
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TONBRIDGE AND MALLING BOROUGH COUNCIL - UPDATES 
 
Green Business Grants A reminder that applications close at 5pm on 2 April. 
To find out more and to apply go to www.tmbc.gov.uk/business/apply-
green-business-grant.  
 
Food Waste Recycling Your efforts are making a real difference - we’ve 
recycled over 19% more food waste in 2025 than the previous year. Why it 
matters: 
• Your recycled food waste along with that from other councils becomes 

biogas that powers 3,600 homes in Kent. 
• It’s cheaper, cleaner and more energy efficient than processing black bin 

waste. 
• Keeping food out of the black bin also helps keep your rubbish fresher. 

Recycle loose in green bins  
- no bags please! 

 

 Plastic bags and soft plastics 
cannot be recycled in Kent yet. When 
your recycling reaches the sorting 
facility, these plastics can get caught 
in our machines, wrap around other 
items and slow everything down.  
 This means we may have to 

reject some recyclable items. This is something we want to avoid. 
 If collecting your items in a plastic bag indoors works for you, that’s 
fine. Just 'shake it out' before emptying it into your bin. Then you 
can reuse the bag or recycle it at a supermarket. 
 This small step makes a big difference to how much we can 
recycle across Kent. 

 

Reminder that the Government consultation on the way  
councils in Kent and Medway are organised closes on 26 
March.  To take part go to 
www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local -
government-reorganisation-in-kent-and-medway/
proposals-for-local-government-reorganisation-in-kent
-and-medway.  
 

A Government decision is expected in the summer with elections for new 
councils in May 2027 and the councils beginning to operate in April 2028. 

http://www.tmbc.gov.uk/business/apply-green-business-grant
http://www.tmbc.gov.uk/business/apply-green-business-grant
http://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-reorganisation-in-kent-and-medway/proposals-for-local-government-reorganisation-in-kent-and-medway
http://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-reorganisation-in-kent-and-medway/proposals-for-local-government-reorganisation-in-kent-and-medway
http://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-reorganisation-in-kent-and-medway/proposals-for-local-government-reorganisation-in-kent-and-medway
http://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-reorganisation-in-kent-and-medway/proposals-for-local-government-reorganisation-in-kent-and-medway
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Painter and Decorator  

 
38 years experience  

 
Interior & Exterior  

 
Free Estimates 

  
Friendly and reliable  

 
Call Steve 07811 360269  

www.jarvisdecorating.co.uk  

WE HAVE ARRIVED 

14A WESTERN ROAD 

BOROUGH GREEN 

SEVENOAKS, KENT, TN15 8AG 

All enquiries – 01732 904704 

lorraine.pearce@kingsleybond.co.uk 



23 

 



24 

 



25 

 

Tom Tugendhat MP’s Column  

 April brings with it a sense of new possibility for our community. Trees and 
fields are coming into bloom, farmers sow their crops, the days grow longer and 
preparations for local events and activities begin across our area to get ready for 
Easter. The renewal of Spring is something we see reflected in our towns and 
villages too. 
 In March we welcomed the long-awaited expansion of Sainsbury’s in the 
heart of Tonbridge - a significant milestone, first discussed four years ago. In 
Edenbridge the 3G sports pitch campaign aims to invest in sport and leisure 
facilities at the centre of the community. In New Ash Green conversations about 
reimagining the village centre remind us how important it is to listen to residents 
and shape a stronger future together. 
 These are just some of the ones I have been working on elsewhere. But in 
Borough Green, I’m interested to hear your thoughts. What do you think needs 
improving in our parish?  
 Many of the ideas that become reality across our community begin with 
local ideas and community actions. Residents know their area best, its strengths, its 
needs and its potential. Real change often starts with a simple suggestion, a 
conversation or a willingness to get involved. 
 If you have an idea, whether large or small, about how we could improve 
our community, I would love to hear from you. While I cannot promise every idea 
can be delivered, I will always do my best to support where I can. Whether that 
means helping to raise awareness, connecting you with the right people or guiding 
you through the next steps. You are welcome to contact me through my email 
below. 
 Thank you to all those who give their time, energy and imagination to our 
towns and villages. Our communities are stronger because of you. As we move into 
this new season, may the hope of Easter inspire us all to play our part in building 
places where others can flourish. 
  

        tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk 
01732 441563    130 Vale Road, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 1SP 

 Social Media - @tomtugendhat 

BOROUGH GREEN LIBRARY 
The library is open – with a wide range of services, from free access to books, 
computers, WiFi and information on the hire of music, audio books and films.  
Opening hours are  

10 - 1 and 2 - 5 on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
and 9 - 1 on Saturday. 

Events for which no booking is required see diary section 

Ancestry - Monday 10 - 12 need to book an appointment 
 

For more advice please call the library on 03000 413 131 or  
email boroughgreenlibrary@kent.gov.uk where staff will be able to help. 

 

We look forward to seeing you. 

mailto:tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:boroughgreenlibrary@kent.gov.uk
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Cricket in Wrotham, Platt & Borough Green 
Adult-only pre-season indoor nets at Wrotham School 
Saturdays 2.30pm - 4.15pm from 14 March - 25 April 

 
Wrotham (St.George’s) Cricket Club • Cricket Ground TN15 7AH 

Friendly local team with a beautiful ground and modern facilities 
Adults of all ages and abilities welcome -  

proper village cricket with beers after the game! 
Fixtures from April - September 

Matches on Sundays from 1.30pm 
Nets on Wednesdays from 6.00pm 

Contact  • Wrothamcricketclub@outlook.com 
https://wrotham.play-cricket.com/home 

 
 

Stonehouse Cricket Club • Stonehouse Field, Platt TN15 8LF 
Friendly local team with an active social calendar  
Post-match drinks and end-of-season tour match  

Recently promoted to Kent Village Cricket League Division 5 
Full fixtures list from May - September 
Matches on Saturdays from 1.00pm 

Contact Anthony Woolf    woolfpackers@gmail.com     07789 076856 
 0https://stonehouse.play-cricket.com/home 

 
 

Platt Ladies Cricket Club • Stonehouse Field, Platt TN15 8LF 
Established soft-ball team for women aged 16 - 60+ 

All abilities welcome – no previous experience needed 
Busy social calendar including a European tour 

Matches on Sundays • Training on Wednesday evenings 
Recruitment day on 6 May at Stonehouse Field 6pm  

Contact Anthony Woolf    woolfpackers@gmail.com    07789 076856 
 
 

Platt Juniors Cricket Club • Stonehouse Field, Platt TN15 8LF 
Wanted! Boys and girls aged 5–10 years for junior cricket 
Softball and hardball training from DBS certified coaches 

Matches on weekday evenings in the Invicta League 
Training on Saturday mornings ECB accredited national 

programmes – All Stars and Dynamos 
Contact Ruth Batchelor     ruthbatchelor@yahoo.com • 07866 637598 

https://plattjunior.play-cricket.com/home 
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SMALL NOTICES 
Clock Kent 

 

Clock & Watch repairs, 
restoration & servicing 

Collection & delivery available. 
 

Call Paul on 01732 884363 / 07831 884789 

or email: paul@clockkent.com 
www.clockkent.com 

 

Defibrillator Locations 
a) 24 hours a day 
The Village Hall 
Potters Mede  
The Recreation Ground 
The Fire Station    
b) When premises are open 
The Medical Centre  
BG Primary School 
Fourways Dentists 

Hall bookings 
 

Parish Hall - Quarry Hill  
   Alan Williams   07436 115 425 
Village Hall    
   David Peirce 

www.boroughgreenvillagehall.co.uk 

   01732  646040 
Potters Mede  
  Bernard Galopin  07568 536 405  

. 
 
 
 
 

Matt Rose 
Mobile:  07897314478 

Email: info@protegopestcontrol.co.uk 

Website: www.protegopestcontrol.co.uk 

Pilates reformer studio 
4 maximum to a class  

Classes Monday through to Saturday  
 Bourne Enterprise Centre, Wrotham Road 

Free parking  

Hello@phoenixpilates.co.uk 

mailto:paul@clockkent.com
http://www.clockkent.com/
http://www.boroughgreenvillagehall.co.uk
mailto:info@protegopestcontrol.co.uk
http://www.protegopestcontrol.co.uk
mailto:Hello@phoenixpilates.co.uk
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Saturday 25 April 6pm - 8:30pm (doors open at 5:30pm)  
at Invicta Grammar School, Maidstone, ME14 5DS. 

 
Treat yourself to timeless classics and crowd-pleasing favourites played by the 
Heart of Kent Orchestra, conducted by Derek Carden, and performances by the 
Invicta Grammar School Chamber Choir, the Numama Choir, and solo pianists 
Oliver Poole and Simon Proctor. 
 

The concert features the Queen Piano Concerto and the world premiere of the 
Coldplay Piano Concerto, as well as Star Wars, In The Hall of the Mountain King, 
Sabre Dance, Pink Panther, Jai Ho, Also Sprach Zarathusa and Waltzing 
Matilda. 
Tickets: Adults £15, Children £5, Family £35      
 book at https://register.enthuse.com/ps/event/ConcertofFavouriteMusic 

Heart of Kent Hospice Charity Shop in the High Street 
The opening hours are from 9.00-4.00 Monday to Friday and 9.00-1.00 on 
Saturday. Look out for flash sales at the village hall. The next one will be on  
Thursday 30 April  from 2.00 to 4.00 with most items for sale at just £1. 

Raise money for The Heart of Kent Hospice  
with the Bluebell Walk on 3 May. 

The walks take place in the period 8:00 - 1:00pm starting from Glebe Field, 
Marley Road, Harrietsham, ME17 1BS and follow a picturesque leisurely six-mile 
ramble amongst stunning bluebells and through enchanting woodland on the 
North Downs.  
Step into a day to remember as your journey begins at our vibrant Event Village, 
where a selection of refreshments will be available to purchase on arrival. 
Walkers will set off in relaxed waves following our fully guided routes. Along the 
walk, visit our peaceful Field of Remembrance. Enjoy a cold drink, reflect or 
simply relax with a picnic of your own. You’ll also find our memory wall along 
the route at this picnic spot, where you’re invited to dedicate a message - write a 
name, a note, or a simple thought and add it to the wall in remembrance. 

Each ticket includes a Bluebell Walk branded T-shirt, giving 
you a lasting keepsake from the day and a way to show your 
support long after the walk is over. 
When buying a fundraising ticket, you are pledging to raise 
funds for Heart of Kent Hospice, which will enable us to 
continue supporting those at the end of their lives and their 
families. 
For more details go to https://register.enthuse.com/ps/event/
BluebellWalk2026  

https://register.enthuse.com/ps/event/ConcertofFavouriteMusic
https://register.enthuse.com/ps/event/BluebellWalk2026
https://register.enthuse.com/ps/event/BluebellWalk2026
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Tonbridge and Malling Ramblers  
You don’t have to be a Ramblers member to try up to 
three ‘taster’ walks with us. If you’re new to our walks, 
please contact the walk leader to check that their walk  
will suit you.  For details of these and other upcoming 
walks and walk leaders see our Facebook page at  
www.facebook.com/groups/
tonbridgeandmallingramblers  
or visit www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk.  

Tonbridge and Malling health walks are free, fun and 
friendly, perfect to help you get active, meet new people and 
improve mental health and wellbeing. 
The Platt walk leaves from St Mary's 
Church steps at 10am on Mondays. To 

attend a walk just come along 10 minutes before 
the starting time of the walk (no booking 
necessary). Outdoor clothing and footwear is 
advisable. The walk (may include hills) lasts for 60
-90 minutes. Refreshments are served in the 
Church afterwards.  

This fundraising activity should be completed within the month of April - 
World Autism Acceptance Month. To find out more about the activity 
please visit https://waaw.autism.org.uk/walk-5k-this-april where you 
can register and access a fundraising page. 

It's your walk, your way. This means you can choose your own location, 
distance (we recommend 5km), date and time to walk. Pick a suitable 
date in April that works for you.  
 
Together we can make every step count to create a society that works for 
autistic people.  

http://www.facebook.com/groups/tonbridgeandmallingramblers
http://www.facebook.com/groups/tonbridgeandmallingramblers
http://www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk
https://waaw.autism.org.uk/walk-5k-this-april
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PLD GENERAL BUILDER 
PETER  07769 736646 

Borough Green 01732 382530   
(answer machine) 

 
Extensions 

Refurbishments 
Brickwork 
Driveways 

Fascia & Soffits 
GRP Flat Roofing 

Conversions 
Plastering 

Patios 
Kitchens / Bathrooms 

Fencing 
Painting & Decorating 

 
AND ALL GENERAL BUILDING  

mailto:graves972@btinternet.com
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Sevenoaks Road, Ightham, 
TN15 9AD 

 

For All Auto Queries 

  

01732 780591        07747535657 

  

All makes and models 
MoTs 

Free courtesy car 
Free local collection and delivery 

 
Brakes  Servicing 
 Repairs  No. Plates 

 

All mechanical and diagnostic 
work carried out by 

qualified automobile engineers 

Our fee is only 1.2% + VAT 

 

Do you struggle out of bed? 
Is walking difficult or painful? 
Have you an injury that just  

isn’t getting better? 
 

Contact Carole Simpson 
Experienced and specialist  

physiotherapist 

01732 780909 
Stay active and start  

enjoying Life 
Carole@boroughgreenphysio.co.uk 

www.boroughgreenphysio.co.uk 

The Studio at Windy Nob, Staleys 
Road, Borough Green TN15 8RL 

mailto:enquiries@hillier-reynolds.co.uk
mailto:Carole@boroughgreenphysio.co.uk
http://www.boroughgreenphysio.co.uk

