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amsian itd

Central Heating & Boiler Engineers
Gas * Oil * LPG

“you may not need a local &
reliable boiler engineer today,
Jjust remember our name

’ : for the day you do”
= 0en

& Service ‘Installat‘lon Repair

01732 885882 www.samsian.co.uk
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Editorial from the Church of the Good Shepherd

March 2026

Thereds a perception that i n
weat her , maybe because i1itds so L
there are various sayings about
shepherdsd delighto or 6a sunny
thatds appropriate for this ti me
out |Ii ke a |l amb6é6. Whether this 1is

the thought behind the saying seems to be that March is traditionally a tin
of transition from winter to spring so the weather should be getting warme
And on the last Sunday in the month we turn our clocks forward one hc
and so start to enjoy an extra hour of daylight in the evenings.

But that last Sunday of March (29th) this year is also Palm Sunde
when we remember that Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey at t

beginning of what we now call 6 H
trial and death on Good Friday. So for Christians the saying about the
weat her in March 6going out 1|ike
Bible Jesus is described as the &
worl do and so, a S

ong wi t h Chr i
the month.

—_ —

remembering these events at the end o

Before that, however, we continue our journey through Lent. Tl
period leading up to Easter can seem negative if we just see it as a time
which we must ©6give something upd@
of chocolate or spending less time watching TV. But it should be a positi
time so we could think about doi-
that we read about in | ast monthod
to find out more about what this season is all about by coming to a servic
at one of the churches in the village on any Sunday. We will always be
pleased to see you and you can find details of times of services and a
other activities in the diary section in this issue.

So, thinking about Lent, one writer described it in this wdy:e nt
time for discipline, for confession, for honesty, not because God is mean
fault-finding or fingerpointing but because he wants us to know the joy of
being cleaned out, ready for all/l

Chris Almond
Church of the Good Shepherd



Easter Craft Y. " "j0p
at the Church
Saturday 114
10.i13@. 30

Adult activities:

Pottery Easter

Spring door dec

Easter cards

Children acti viAd

Easter cards Ch

Pompom chicks
Foll owed by colouring and

There wil/l also be a |ra

There are | i mited spaces

Cont act Carol e 075|472

Contacting the Church of the Good Shephe' ;1

In the absence of a Vicar:
If you need to speak to someone from the church (mcludlng a
enquiry about a wedding, a baptism or a funeral) contact one
of the churchwardeids
Julie (885437) or Carole (07542 442 140).
If you have an enquiry about burial of ashes contact Elain
(886440).
COGS websitevww.cogsonline.co.uk

Ightham and Wrotham
We are very happy for our neighbours in the Benefice of
Ightham and Wrotham who have announced the appointment
Rev Stewart Gibbs as their new Rector. He is likely to b
installed in May. Please pray for them and Rev. Gibbs as the
make preparations for his ministry with them
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NOTHING FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS THIS MONTH

Games, Tea & Chat

e On alternativeMondays for dates see diary sectiprat
2 - 4pm in the annexe to the Church of the Good
Shepherd. Come and enjoy board games, tea and a chat.
Plenty of room for new folk so, if you are wondering
whet her Itds for you, do
information or just turn up at 2.00.
Contact Elaine Almond on 886440atalmond@aol.com

&

Cinema at COGS
Wednesday 18 March2pm in the Church of the Go
Shepherd. Pl ease check the rct
presentation. All are welcome so come for an afternoon of
entertainment. Refreshments available during the interval.

Church of the 2. | | S
< . < ®e

pring upp \g 1 z

Saturday 11 Ap1 1 a

Deafyfudn?\raising Rai se money for ¢
vfeegoo&oppw\g while you do your

Doing more shopping online? Ever heard e&asyfundraising¥ould you
like to donate just by doing your normal shopping?

We need your help! If you shop online, please could you sign up t
easyfundraising support The Church of the Good Shepherd?

Itds a really eas yoyagustudeotheasytundmising mc
site to shop online with more than 8,000 well known online stores like Amaz
Argos, John Lewis, ASOS, Booking.com, eBay, Boden and M&S and when
make a purchase, the retailer sends us a free donation, at no extra cost
youl!

We want to raise as much as possible to help with our continuing work
Borough Green, so please visit easyfundraisinmage at
https://lwww.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/cogsbgi d c |l i ck 6 s

Thank you!


mailto:etalmond@aol.com
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J&F

A C C OUNT A
Chartered Accountants
Self Assessment Tax Retur
SeHEmployed Accounts
Limited Company Accounts
Payroll & CIS
MTD for Income Tax Advise

Tel: 01732 8

1 Station Court, Station Approa
Borough Green, Kent TN15 8A
Emailinfo@jandfaccountancy.ca
Web: www.jandfaccountancy.ca

=

MECHANICAL ENGINEERS LTD

VEHI CLE SERWV
AND REPAI RS

London House

Stati on

S Borough

8ovavd 49 s mechengin

ch emai | :
Dbnfo@gsmechengi
.uk

Uk Te

01732

Ro a

Grepkn

John Ball 4
Handyman

Al | DI Ywor k for

Painting and D
Kitchen Fitt
Decking, Fenc

Sheds and all C
FIl at pack ass
Jet Washing.

General proper

t
No job too si

Mobi |l e: 07890

Jason Langstaff
Electrician

- Design and Installation

- Fuse Board Upgrades

- Security Lighting

- Full or Part Rewires

- New Builds and Extensions
- Additional Sockets & Lighting Points
- Garden Power & Lighting
- System Upgrades

- Fault Finding

-CCTvV

- PAT Testing

Professional - Reliable - Courteous - Insured
All Work Completed to BS7671

T:01959525 136 seveno
M: 07817 733 257
E: jmllimited@aol.com

/AN

based

aks
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Notes from Borough Green Parish Council

The Council met at 7.30pm Monday 9th February 2026 at the CO(®=
Annexe. Matters raised included:

f Tony Woolven It was with great sadness that the Chairman
reported the death of Tony Woolven and we send our sincere condolences
his family. Tony was one of the unsung heroes of the village. He planned a
project managed Platt Scout hut and served as a Platt Councillor for mat
years. He designhed and project managed the BiroCentre in the Village
Hall, the Joint Skatepark at Whitegate Field, Potters Mede Sports Centre an
further afield, worked with the Chairman on the Burham-iDr@gntre and
the Eccles Skatepark. His passing is a huge loss to all our villages.

1 THURSDAY & FRIDAY LUNCH CLR#giline Nix runs a very successful lunch
club for our older residents, supported by the Parish Council. We will contin
to ensure its survival despite a recent 20% increase in-régnis such a
valuable event for a hot meal and friendly company. If you know of any
elderly neighbours who would benefit from the service, please let the Clel
know- transport can be arranged.

1 Adoption of Town Statuswill take place on 1 April 2026 to coincide with our
Financial Year End. The Clerk will change bank accounts to "Borough Gr
Council" so we can change back quickly if we wish and the decision will |
reviewed every 6 months.

1 Recreation Ground Paviliomoof replacement and clock tower are complete.
Clir Proto and the Clerk are putting together a business case for grar
applications and have already obtained a TMBC Rural Grant of £4751.
Building control, planning and disability access requirements have delayed t
project- we had hoped to open in time for this spring and summer.

1 Isles Quarry bike clubplans have been put on hold temporarily whilst TMBC
Planning Enforcement try to find ways to imply "Development in th
Greenbelt".

1 Volunteer Wildlife Warderfor Isles Quarry, Harrison Rd and Crowhill is Clir
Lisa Reid. Her brief is based on the Kent Wildlife Survey. She will shortly &
carrying out a survey into the rare orchids that exist in quantity here becau:
of the poor topsoil and underlying limestone, including Bee and Man varieties

1 Cllr Harry Raynerreported on the recent failure of our Judicial Review to
affirm the planning refusal for the Moto truckstop. This would have set a use
precedent to fight the Government's new "grey belt" rules. However th
resulting increase in traffic and the new roundabout have severe implicatio
for the traffic survey for Borough Green Garden City. Imagine the traffic the
A20/A25/M26 with three major roundabouts all within a few hundred yards.
Council sent their formal thanks to Clir Pete Gillin (Wrotham PC) for all his he
work.

The next Parish Council meeting will be heldMonday 2nd March 2026 at
19.30 in the COGS AnnexeThe agenda will include a period for public
contributions and questions.
Council Contacts
Chairmanmike.taylor@boroughgreen.gov.ukd1732 882880
Clerkclerk@boroughgreen.gov.ukd7568 536405
Full minutesare posted at MINUTES | mysite (boroughgreen.gov.uk)
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The Birkbeck Chiropody & Podiatry Practice

Health Professions Council (HPC) Registered Podiatrists

Open Monday to Saturday
Day and Evening Appointments
Easy Car Parking

g
&
Telephone: 01732 883271 i o

Woodlands, 172 Maidstone Road, Borough Green, Sevenoaks TN15 8JD
T|01732883271 W | birkbeckpodiatry.com

A PALMER COMPLET

m \'/\, ELECTRI CAL SERVI
-~

DB Home & Garden Maintenance 01732 886 939 0

ALL ELECTRI CAY W
LARGE OR SMALL

Carpentry ¥ Painting ¥ Decorating
Wooden Conservatory & Window Refurbs

Flooring ¥ General Repairs
FULL REWI RES, HAR

REWI RES, FUSEBQAR
TEST CERTI FI CATE
SOCKETS, LI GHTI N
DOMESTI C COMME
No job too small! Filly Insured! LOCAL AUTHORI Y
IR PR ALy RELI ABLE FRIENDLfY <

Hedge & Grass Cutting
Sheds ¥ Summer Houses ¥ Fencing
Decking ¢ Patios

Email: dbhomeandgar

PORTIAND BENTLEY

Painting & Decorating
Contact Paul

email: portlandbentleyl 989@gmail. com

07939 401467 01732 886801


mailto:dbhomeandgarden@gmail.com

Delivering the Voice

We are looking for some help to deliver this magazi {2,
each month in the village as a number of our curre W&z

volunteers, who have been doing this for many years
looking to wind down.

If you are willing to put your name forward to help with this,
please contact Chris AtkDis732 366615

Advertising
Any commercial bodies or people offering services who wish to advertis
should contacChris Atkins email chris.atkins1952@gmail.comor phone
01732 366615about rates and availability of spaces.
If you have something you want to sell, a caravan or cottage you want to le
for holidays etc then contact Margaret Jeffery. The cost of such person:
notices are just £2 per issue.
The views expressed in articles are not necessarily those of the Editorial Tee
The Editorial Team cannot accept responsibility for wrong informatio
received, or mistakes that occur in publication. The Editorial Team cant
accept responsibility for any delay in distribution. Publication of
advertisements does not imply any form of recommendation. All articles in t
magazine are covered by copyright and permission must be obtained before
reproducing them in any format.
The total print run of the magazine is over 2000 copies and it is alsc
available to read on the COGS, BG Community and Parish Council websites

Thanks
Thank you to the Borough Green Parish Council for their generous grant a
to all our advertisers for their financial support which makes the production c
this magazine possible. Also thank you to all our distributors who get the Voi
to every house in the village

Articles for the next magazine
The Voice is your community magazine and it relies on the people of Borou
Green to make it as interesting as possible. Organisations, clubs ar
individuals are welcome to submit articles on their activities and subjects like
to be of interest to the village.
The deadline for articles for the next magazine willTaeesday 10 March
and these should be sent to the address below. The next magazine will cov
April so if you have any events planned for that month and you would like
them to appear in the diary section please send to :

m-jeffery@talktalk.net Margaret Jeffery

01732 883978 7 Lendon Road
Borough Green
TN15 8SE
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wroTHAM compul J. Lawrenson

CARE , o
Computer he Tree and Fencing Specialist

e
at your Ho me * Hedge cutting, reduction and removal

* Tree pruning, felling and surgery
PCs and App l * Stump and garden clearance

* All types of fencing supplied and erected,
We are a | ocal . ]
including panel and close boarded
an affordabl e se &p
professionals, b el (i
. All waste and cuttings recycled
For more detail s - b

01732 780176 @ Please call James on
07759 137817

mwhi te@wr ot hamcom 01732 849295

Or email

wWww. wr ot hamcomp uljjawrenson@hotmail.com

o W it oo SOl L
v
l Privately owned local construction business with 25 years of
indu. th
CAPABLE R <+ s oty
— CLEANERS —

* Construction - renovations, small conversions &
extensions, registered installers of RubberBond flat
roofing

Profes S ional EC me&mtmrjwoﬁs-slepmparatm.bbd‘&bem

Cl eaning Ser Vi C e Bundaions, deep drainage & services, finishing
surfaces

a bus y mL’uHﬂm ce & repairs - all internal and external
|l ong |hou ;.s‘,scé‘" f buiding maintenance

ed extria h.nQdJaRng-hard landscaping including retaining

walls

fa fl a 0 rGtet m‘?obc'h ab; gcﬁss \?)grﬁrqect
el M 0¥733 697 877

Ph: 01732647014

01732 792076€ E: info@muncalgroup.co.uk

W: www.muncalgroup.co.uk

sophie@capabl ecl [ean.agk co. uk
www.capableclea1er u k smas

Give us a ¢
checked st a
serviec

5 —h

OWORKSAFE
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[BOROUGHIGREENAVILLAGE]HALL}
SATURDAYR21:MARCHEER7:30PM

CHILDREN 16/ AND UNDER'- £12
Jickets onsale now from

wiwwiticketsource.co.uk
: 2 Scan me for;
or Shuktinewsagentsion Borough Green high street tickets
ALADDIN BY CLARKE AND CLARKE

Y (4(! - O $)342HEB"' 1 2% %.

SPRING SHOW

Fd LIKGKEY A€ 3S |}
SATURDAY 21 MARCH

30ACET C Al O %QEEHEGBT1ODIEOI I pp
*OACET ¢ AO p8nnbi
522NR 2Ly F2NJ @ASgAy3I |0
ALL CLASSES OPEN to NONMEMBERSS VISITORS WELCOME
(contact us fo)y show schedul

fo contact Secih @t7ary 90Me & 12D
r emai l on | gthamDGC@hot mai l

For in
o

%:

[

8 TC TT /

e
mw a
C Ol

Wr ot ham Hi storical Socli

Friday 13 March 7.45pm Wroth

Capit al Puni shment and Mai ds/
A talk by Daren Russel!/l

All visiteAS wel come

(0]

A M
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Honeycomb
Construction
Services

ATHE AERI AL MAN
TV AERI AL AND SATELLI
NO CALL OUT CHAR
FREE ESTI MATES
LOCAL FRI ENDLY FAM
i ONSEST 40 YEARS
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-;WELHAM JONES

Ilk\l]‘\'\l\ MEMORIALS
n Heating

fiHelp at an emotional tinde

Borough Green,
Wr ot ham, St Mar
& surrounding villages

01732 780600

9 8 festern Road, TN15 8AL
bolouyhg(geen@welhamjones.co.

8§ Traditional & Contemporary funerals
§F%Eeofr&n@jy funerals & woodland burials

rivate chapel of regHome arrangement
€ € N § Memorials & keepsakes

www.welhamjones.co.u @
-

freesate e

!
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Church of the Good Shepherd Food Bank
Sk Thanks to your continuing generosity we have been able to support
many | ocal families in need. D
porch on any day the porch is usually open 10ampm.
We welcome donations of any noperishable food.In addition,
these items are especially helpful right now:

Breakfast cereals, breakfast bars

Lunch box cartons of fruit juice, packets of snacks

Tinned sweetcorn, chopped tomatoes, baked beans, ham, tuna

Store cupboard Fray Bentos pies, UHT sskimmed milk. biscuits

Toiletries toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, shower gel, deodorant,
soap

Household carrier bags, laundry detergent, mtgtirface cleaner,
washingup liquid, toilet rolls

Donations of Easter Eggs before 29 March will be very Welcome%

Thank you

For any enquiries regarding our foodbank please dam&itmpson on
078011354600r foodbank.cogs@gmail.com

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

A service for everyone! QUIZNIGHT
°
Friday 6 March on
g Saturday 14 Marc
1 {will give you rest, come Ti me: 7.30pm $ta
FRIDAY 6™ MARCH 2026
lD AT Maximum of 6
N persons per table.
o ST PETER’S CHURCH, Either make up
your own team or
N FEN POND ROAD, join with others ot
the night.
(] IGHTHAM
© mmm
e TN159JD Tickets (thAlz Bring own drinksl, gl
m include a &Pl ni bbles, ascashl as
T e Supper) avai for the Raffle
m $ Venue n h i N
° mm= . g ‘ Jenny 07591 301 186 St Jo&eghtholic |[Chur
2z AIME:10:am \ Borough oreen
1@ " | Margaret 01732 885295 TN15 8AG
l i .
é; INFORMED PRAYER PRAYERFUL ACTION “M”MM"MH‘%
‘.' wwdnn:: 3 £ S
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Have your say on the way councils in
Kent and Medway are organised

(TMBC press release issued on 5 February)

Government ministers have launched a consultat ggm:?g's

the future number of councils in Kent and Medway an

areas they should cover. They want to hear your viey
the biggest proposed shake up of local government i
years. Ministers asked councils to come up with pldzE\AR( IV EY:\¢

create unitary councils in a process known as
government reorganisation (LGR).

Leader of Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council, Matt Boughtor
said: 0 Thi s consul tation I S t he best
organisations across Kent and Medway to make their voices heard on how
services are delivered for decades to come.

Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council has been clear in isxyoss
support for a three unitary model which, based on independent evidence,
deliver the best combination of fgghlity, coseffective services that are aligned
to the priorities of local people. This is why the three unitary model is now
preferred model for the greatest number of councils across Kent and Medway.

| would strongly encourage everyone to take part in the consultation so t
ministers fully understand the views of our communities before any decision
made. 0

Under the current system Kent County Council (KCC) delivers some serv
such as education, social services and roads, and district or borough coun
deliver others like emptying your bins and providing housing setviudss. the
proposed system, a much smaller number of unitary councils would deliver
council services in one area. Medway Council operates in that way today.

Councils across Kent and Medway have worked together to draw up &
series of options for the number of unitaries needed and what areas they shou
cover. In a joint statement, council leaders in Kent and Medway,0s@id: r
councils are your councils and it is important you have your say on their future
how they deliver vital services. It
Kent and Medway to help mihEditteorso:
more on this dtttps://kentcouncilleaders.org.uk

To take part in the governmentds
www.gov.uk/government/consultations/localgovernmentreorganisationin-
kentand-medway/proposalsfor-local-governmentreorganisationin-kentand
-medway

The deadline for responses is 11.59pmThursday 26 March2026. A
decision on which option will be taken forwerdikely to be announced by the
government in the summer.
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b od
| BGVH| Happy 8oth Birthday Bryan

This month our Chairman Bryan Rawlins turns 80 and, honestly, you wou
know it. He has more energy and get up and go than the rest of the committ
combined.

Bryan's been part of Borough Green since 1985. He raised his family her
ran his business from the village until 2015 and his daughter still has her busil
here. That's nearly 40 years of being properly embedded in this communit
understanding what makes it work, what people need, what matters.

When he took on the Chair three years ago, the Village Hall struck golc
He's brought calm and stability when we've desperately needed it, kept th
committee steady through some genuinely difficult times and led with a clarity a
purpose that's been invaluable. His wit and charm are endless, he brings ligh
even the trickiest meetings. But it's his kind heart and passion that really sets
apart. That passion has never wavered, not once.

What makes Bryan special is his gentle approach. He listens properly to o
hirers, understands their challenges, handles disagreements with patience
fairness, and always finds practical ways forward. He sees the big picture b
never loses sight of the people we're here to serve. He genuinely cares ab
making the Village Hall work for everyone and he gives this role everything
deserves.

When he's not at the Village Hall, you'll find Bryan at u3A meetings o
pursuing his other passion on the golf course because apparently 80 me
nothing when you've got that much energy.

Bryan, we're grateful for you, thank you for everything you do for the
village. Happy 80th birthday Bryan!

2y |f anyone's interested in getting involved with the Village Hall, we'd love
%Ly hear from you.

boroughgreenvillagehall@gmail.com
www.boroughgreenvillagehall.co.uk

S@® T O OD

Borough Green Lunch Club

o The club runs from 10.00 until 1.00 on bo
WV\C"‘ Thursday and Friday in the Village Hall,
w providing friendship, fun and food. New
attendees very welcome. We are able to

provide transport if mobility is a problem.
For further information contact Paulin
07503 156 713.
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Events in the Villag
for t he month of Ma r

SJCMass and Stations3®f the Cross
COGSAI |l Age WoO.sthG p

BGBESer v-ilde 30
Bash theBGWVWHLh. 30 to 12. 30
i bMatrtyy S+1i0t.cOh0ertso 12. 00

BG Li

Games Tea -€0O6GESChaAnAe®d®8 to 4.00
BG Pari shCOGSné&nhzx20

BG Li bSamrabbl-&. Cbubto 4. 15
SJCA0.OMass followed by Adoration
BG LunchBGVHDbBO. 00 to 1.00

BG Li bCafrfyee -&0CH&t to 12. 15 .JI_
BG LunchB®VYHIO. 00 to 1.00 —lr
l ghtham-@butdhDay -o0f. (PO ayer

BG Li bBaby Bounce andl®hlySnet di In@. 45
Saturday Ope€rOGSdWOs®0 to 12.00

SJCMass and Stations30f the Cross
COGSHoly Communion &n€@€hCCH®OhdMen
BGBESer v-ildde 30

BG Li bMatrtyy S+1i0t.cOhOe rtso 12 usq
Toddl er-CDiG8e AnmhéxtOd 12. ooty e
BGVHu3a me<e2.ih@

BG Li bTla€C yBookw2o.rlnbs t o 3. 30

BG Li bSarmrabbl-@. Clbubto 4. 15

Sticky -BGBgeg®s00 to 11.15
SJCA0.OMass followed by Adoration
BG LunchBGVHDLO. 00 to 1.00

BG Li bCafrfyee -&0CH&t to 12. 15

BG LunchB®VYHIO. 00 to 1.00

BG Li bBaby Bounce andl®hlySnet di In®. 45
BG Li bRraird)ay 2 HRoolkd QGloubd. 15
Wrotham HistoV7i WdotSmameVYiyl |l age Hal l
COGSEaster Craftl®Wo3&ksthmpl2. 30

SJCQQui z 7i.g3n0t
COGSBreakfast-9CHWr ¢ h

SJCMass and Stations3®f the Cross
BGBE€Ser v-ilde 30

BG Li bMatrtyy S+1liOt.cOh0ertso 12. 00
Games, Tea -€06GSChanded to 4.00
BG Li bSarabbl-@. CQlsubto 4. 15

BG LunchBGWVHDO. 00 to

COGSFil m Aft-2rB86o0on @
SJCLL0.0OMass followed by Ador at n
1 0

BG Li bCafrfyee -&0CH&t t 0o 1
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20 BG LunchB®VYH1O. 00 to 1.00
BG Li bBaby Bounce andl®hlySnet i Ink. 4
21 Saturday Ope€OGEdODs®0 to 12.00
l ght ham Gt d-&merisng-ISghhotwham VH (see
GV HBoO

COGSHoly Communi on &n€hCH®Oh d0:
BGBESer v-ilde 30
BGVHBorough Green anAl aPd-@&itr80 Pl ayer

B H rough Green anAll aPd-d&itr80 Pl g T
22 SJCOMass and Stations3®f the C%&

23 BG Li bMatrtyy S+1liOt.cOh0ertso 12. 00
Toddl er-CDiGBe Anthéxt8® 12. 00

24 BG Li bSamrabbl-2. CQbubto 4.15

25 Sticky -BiGBEgEO®Os00 to 11.15

26 SJC0.0OMass followed by Adoration
BG LunchBGWVHbLO. 00 to 1.00

BG Li bCafrfyee -&0CH&t to 12. 15

VHHeart of Kent Ho=s2piocoe t®dhfsfafiL}e

LunchB@®VYHIO. 00 to 1.00
Li bBabby Bounce andl®RhlyBnet di Ink. 4

S

S

Sal

5

S3C

28 turday Op€€mOGEdWs®0 to 12.00
VHBorough Green anAll aPd-@it80 PhmageT
cav and Stations3®@f the Cross
a CHalry hCommuni on f o+410RPR&IOm Sunda:
S p Simon of Tonbridge (CO®S join

t

0

0O service at COGS)
S .

rviile 30
Borough Green anAll an—chi.tr%OPl%'
30 BG Li bMatrtyy S+1i0t.cOh0ertso 12. 00
Games, Tea -€80&ESChanfe®d to 4. CGu
31 BG Li bSarmrabbl-2. dlbubto 4. 15

OOOCT T OO

N

©
CWOFRWOTWLWOW T ®@
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April

2 SJCLCEvening Mass of the Last Supper

Note: COGS Services maybe be subject

Abbreviations
COGS Church of the Good ShepherdGBC Borough Green Baptist Chd
SJICC St Josephds Catholic Church

t o
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Borough Green Baptist Church
For ages 5 and under
10am-11.15am
Alternative Wednesdays see diary section
% £2 per child to include play, refreshments
» and take home craft

Regular updates on Facebook.com/
StickyFingersCrafts

Baby Bounce
& Rhyme Time

BOUNCE
AND
RHYME

23 o900 00O

AQY. Borough Green Library
Play and socialising for pre school Fridays
children and their grown ups 10.15-10.45

10am till 12 noon in the Annex of
The Church Of The Good Shepherd
Quarry Hill Road, Borough Green, TN15 8RF
No charge, just a donation for tea and coffee please

No booking required

47, Potters Tots Playgrovp A~

Potters Mede, Borough Green, TNIS 7RD. W3W ///fund.olive.loose
Fridays 9.30-11am. Term time only.
£3 first child, SOp per sibling.

For any child before school age - babies, toddlers and pre-schoolers. A different
craft every week. Teas, coffees and snacks are included.

Somewhere for mums/dads/grandparents/caregivers to come and meet, have adult

conversation while the child socialises!
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Join the Adventure with Girlguiding!
Fun, Friendship & Discovery for Girls age 4-7

We have a few spaces available for new girls
We meet Mondays 4.45-5.45pm

Register online:
girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-a-child

Interested in volunteering? Please contact us via the website

AGE GROVP - VS
(RecePnion - SePT 2028)

TRAINING - SATURDAY
£:30aM - %:1SAM

WROTHAM SCHOOL 36 PITCH
BOROVGH GREEN ROAD, TNIS FRD

BoYs AND GIRLS OF ALL
ABILITIES WELCOME!

CONTACT - TJOE
03860 V320732

f BorovoH GrEEn Tumor FC

(Year ) - SepT 2028)

TRAINING — SATURDAY
£:30aM - %:1SAmM

WROTHAM SCHOOL 36 PITCH
BOROVGH GREEN ROAD, TNIS FRD

Boys AND GIRLS OF ALL
ABILITIES WELCOME!

CONTACT - ROBBIE
07807 gsv229

f BoroveH GrEEn Tumior FC




@ LJ Travel

Dream - Explore - Discover

17th March 2026

Luxury coach from Borough Green
Entrance into Beaulieu

Guided tour of the Palace House and a Cream Tea
Contact us now to book your place...
Tel: 01732 886968
Email: lisa@ljtravel.co.uk
Or
popintoseeus:
34 High Street, BG TN158BF

Borough Green & Wrotham u3a usa

This is to remind readers that Borough Green ... jaugh, iive
Wrotham u3a monthly meetings are held on the second Monaay ~
of each month at 2 pm in Borough Green village hall, with tea, coffee anc
biscuits. Parking/disabled access available.

At our meeting on Monday 9 March we are delighted to welcome back
the everpopular Bob Ogley. Those who have heard Bob speak before will
know what an entertaining and interesting speaker he is. The title of his talk
March is olnvictabo, the motto of K
through thehighlights of the 20th century in Kent, including flying machines, 1
world wars, sporting victories and engineering and artistic triumphs. We w
also hear of major scandals, disasters and the many changes of social a
cultural life.

We look forward to welcoming existing and new members (free), anc
guests (£5) Parking is free for village hall users, so please remember
register your car in the village hall lobby when you arrive.

For further information, or to join your local u3a, please contact
info@bgwu3a.org.ukor visit our websitettps://bgw.u3asite.uk
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TONBRIDGE
& MALLING

TONBRIDGE AND MALLING BOROUGH COUNIFDATES

MOTO Lorry Park

In December Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council joined with Wrothat
Parish Council at the High Court to challenge the decision of the Planni
Inspectorate to grant consent for an HGV lorry park at Junction 2a of the M26 i
Wrotham Heath. The basis of the Judicial Review application was that th
Planning Inspectorate had misrepresented the test of 'grey belt' in the Nation
Planning Policy Framework.

The High Courtds decision issued
belt'. Planning permission is therefore granted for the development of a 24 hot
truck stop for 197 HGVs and a new roundabout on to the A20.

Modular homes scheme for homeless

Planning permission has been approved for a new modular housing scher
at Blue Bell Hill, delivering 12 tvb@droom, energefficient homes for local
people in need of temporary accommodation. B4 project will provide for
local families who find themselves homeless and who the borough council he
duty to houseTonbridge and Mallindgpasseen increasing demand for help with
homelessness with around 120 households at cagy time needing
accommodation.

While it owns or leases around 30 properties in the Tonbridge area,
the authority has struggled to find suitable propertiesthie north of the
borough.The annual cost of providing temporary accommodation is currentl
approximately £2.5m a year.

Green Business Grants

TMBC are helping businesses in the borough to cut their carbon footpri
and become more energy efficient. Green Business Grants offer up to £5,000 f
support improvements to commercial premises, equipment or machinery t
reduce carbon emissions. The scheme is open businesses operating
commercial premises in the borough. To find out more and to apply go t
www.tmbc.gov.uk/business/applygreenbusinessgrant. Applications close at
5pm on2 April.

The Green Business Grant is part of our wider economic development at
climate change work and is funded through the Shared Growth Fund.

Tonbridge and Malling health walks are free, fun and friendly,
perfect to help you get active, meet new
people and improve mental health a
wellbeing.

The Platt walk leaves from St Mai &
Church steps at 10am on Mondays. To atteil
walk just come along 10 minutes before the sts
time of the walk (no booking necessary). Out
clothing and footwear is advisable. The walk (i
include hills) lasts for €D minutes. Refreshme
are served in the Church afterwards.
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JARVIS-

DECORATING N

Painter and Decorator
38 years experience
Interior & Exterior

Free Estimates
Friendly and reliable

Call Steve 07811 360269
www.jarvisdecorating.co.uk

Stephen D. Gay

Funeral Service

Proudly the oldest family run funeral
directors in the area, providing professional
service with compassion to Kent families
since 1982

9 Western Road,
Borough Green TN15 8AL

01732 780222

b.green@stephenpgay.co.uk

We put you and your loved-one first.

Personalised funerals * Sincere prices * Home visits
Memorials * Pre-paid funeral plans * Repatriation
All faiths and religions,
as well as non-religious

B s g L

RINGSLEY BOND
SOLICIT
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Cricket in Wrotham, P é
Adudn!l ysepaeon indoor nets at ham
Saturdays42183ppmMacmeh@Apr il
Wrotham (S&) GE€oigkl€ti €Ekab Ground TN1!

Friendly |l ocal team with a beaut

Adults of all ages- and abil

proper village cricket with

Fixtures -Sepmemper |

Mat ches on Sundays from 1

Nets on Wednesdays from 6.

Cont dwtot hamcricketclub@outl o
https: // weatilckm.tplcaoyn/ home

Stonehouse ChAStamrméehcClaud Field, PI
Friendly Il ocal team with an a
Postat ch drin&seasdnehodour matc

Recently promoted to Kent Villac

Full fixtureSeptemb&rom May
Mat ches on Saturdays from

Contact Anthony Wool f wOaBrrB8pabkK6eBS

https:// st onreihokiueste.. pd m/yh o me

Platt Ladi es ACtro c&kredau éd ubi el d, Pl att
Establ i sbhhadd stoefatm f or -Gv@men age

Al'l abilitinespwelhlcome experienc

Busy soci al calendar includin

Mat ches onATSwndcaywg on Wednesday

Recruitment day on 6 May at St

Contact Anthony Wool f whdo1T8PpaCk@ed 56

Platt Junior sASCoineheus@l Fhel d, PI

Want ed! Boys &ildy egarrs sf cargejduni or

Softball and hardball training

~ Mat ches on weekday evenings in

e Training on Saturday mornings E

rograminels Stars and Dynamo:

Contact Rut h rBiatthcbhaeticonre | or @y7atht6e . cDMBE 9 !
https://pl-atit¢luet ocoml Rgme
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7 Y “o ¢ b

" ORGANISING A
GET TOGETHEROR
CELEBRATION?

Look at these tempting benefits for both you and your guests:

b
»

« Free Room Hire +10% discount on all bar drinks for your guests
+10% saving on pre-booked wine
+ 20% discount on our Spirit Health Club Beauty Treatments

Please contact us online or call the dedicated events team directly on
01732 781 582 quoting ‘FUNCSAVE'

events@himaidstone.com | www.himaidstonehotel.co.uk

Shires X 07921 197780
Heating @ ben@shiresheatingservices.com
~1JServices
« Boiler servicing * Unvented cylinder service and repairs
» Boiler breakdowns and repairs ¢ LPG, oil and leisure park homes / caravans
» New boiler installations and system upgrades « Landlords gas safety records
» Power flushing / system cleaning » Cooker and gas fire servicing
« Aga and Rayburn servicing and repairs « Radiator repairs and replacements

@3 BAXI ideal B\Vaillant

Zworcestes ATAG
T Heating

www.shiresheatingservices.com

e C500139
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Tom Tugendhat MPds Col umn

In 2021 | was sanctioned by the Chinese Communist Party for speaking
Parliament about the persecution of Uyghurs in-m@sitern China. For more than
a decade many have faced severe repression and | have continued to press t
UK government to stand firmly against human rights abuses.

Since then we have also seen serious allegations of spying in Westmins
debated the proposed new Chinese embassy site in London and raise
more serious questions about our national security and values. We are facing
hostile state that is trying to undermine us here in the UK.

That is why, when the Prime Minister travelled to China earlier this yeatr,
hoped that the case of the British Citizen, Jimmy Lai, who remains imprisone:
Hong Kong, the hostile actions of the Chinese state amiiriee treatment of the
Uyghur peoplevould be central to those discussions. Instead | learned at the er

the visit that | and sever al ot h
Ilst While that may sound like a positive step, it isn't. It's a distraction from fe
more important issues: the freedom and rights of those still suffering persecution

These may seem like distant international matters but they reflect the kind
country we are and the principles we stand for, the goods and services we trac
and the relationships that we rely on in times of global conflict. It is important th
we remain clear about the challenges posed by authoritarian governments ar
that we do not compromise our values for sieont convenience.

If you would like to read more about my work on these issues you can fir
further updates online or you are always welcome to contact my office.

tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk
01732 441563 130 Vale Road, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 1SP
Social Media @tomtugendhat

BOROUGH GREEN LIBRARY

Thelibrary is opend with a wide range of services, from free access to bpoks
computers, WiFi and information on the hire of music, audio books and filnps.
Opening hours are
10 - 1 and 2- 5 on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
and 9- 1 on Saturday.
Events for which no booking is required see diary section

Ancestry Monday 10.00- 12.00 need to book an appointment

For more advice please call the library on 03000 413 131 or
emailboroughgreenlibrary@kent.gov.ukvhere staff will be able tdelp.

We look forward to seeing you.

The next clinic for sound support for deaf and hard of hearing
people is orFriday 27 March2.30 to 3.30. Hi Kent
No appointment needed. Drop in and wait your turn.
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2 Greenacres

Borough Green Road, Ightham, TN15 SJA
01732 884726

It’s Spring Planting Time!

Visit us for

. Shrubs, roses, fruit trees, soft fruit and
perennials

Seeds, herbs, vegetable plants and seed
potatoes

Gardening tools and planting accessories

Compost, pots, fertilisers, logs, charcoal and
bird feed

Local grown produce, bread, eggs, cheeses,
biscuits and ice cream

coffee available in farm shop

Open every day:
9am - Spm

sales@greenacresgardencentre.co.uk

‘.‘ =} Avallable
In Store Now'




Kent
Police

AR

My Community Voice

[ R

Kent Police have drawn attention to a press release issued on 20 Janua
(extracts below) about the launch of Report Fraud, which has now officiall
replaced Action Fraud. To report cybercrime and fraud go to
www.reportfraud.police.uk

The City of London Police, the national lead force for
. fraud, today announces the full public launch of Report
Rep<.=r'l Fraud- a new national service designed to transform how
Fraud victims and businesses across England, Wales and Northel
Ireland report cyber crime and fraud, and how law
enforcement and industry respond.

Cyber crime and fraud are now the most common crime in the UK
accounting for around 50 per cent of all offences and costing the econom
billions of pounds each year. Cybsrabled crime and fraud continues to grow
in both scale and sophistication, targeting individuals, lsnsaillessesnd major
organisations alike. Report Fraud has been created to meet this challenge hee
on, providing a single, modern national gateway for reporting and intelligence
that will strengthen the collective response of poligagernmentand the
private sector.

Report Fraud is the most significant evolution of our national capability. |
provides, for the first time, a single, modern national reporting, triage and
intelligence platform for both cyber crime and fraud, enabling the City of Londor
Police to | ead puisiecproteap@ventathidpsepareeas p o
a national level. Through the new service, intelligence will be assesst
and disseminate@cross forces, serious and complex cases widkebéfied for
specialist investigation, and victims will be directed into a consistent natior
standard of care and support.

The service also reflects the City of LofdCUMLTRIENT]
Policeds position at th

with unparalleled access to industrggulators and Toaathar
international partners. This proximity enables-tiesd 9 : @

collaboration, faster disruption of criminal networks let’s stop

a stronger coll ective scammers, t
security, supported by specialist capabilities :
training delivered t hr BaadEuEBBLCas o

Cyber Crime Academy.
More than just technology, Report Fraud is
result of one of the largest transformation progra
ever undertaken by the City of London Police. Built
the ground up around the victim journey, it b :
together the reporting of bottyber crimeand fraud i . always Confirm
one place for the first time, making it quiclkeearerand more supportive for
people and businesses to come forwaehd ensuring that every report counts,
helping to protect others.

‘ never Assume

' never Believe
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Pilates refor mgsesst LClckKent e

4 maxi mum to a y,
Classes nday t hr ¢ deg=h QIQCk&éNaﬁChHeaP@ri\\ﬁ
Bourne Ente rprise CentrereStwattDﬂ&ﬁeﬁVIngﬁ
Free parking Collection & delivery available.

ates. co. uk
Call Paul on 01732 884363 / 07831 884
or email:paul@clockkent.com
www.clockkent.com

789

Hel l o@phoeni xpi l
BmEEFORMER
aiPROT]E:C--'O
Mat t Ros e
Mobi l e: 078973
Emai hf o@protegopes

@ PHOENIX PILATES
s~ CONTROL
We b siwtwev. pr ot egopest

Phone Sockets/Broadband

25 YRS BT ENGINEER - FULLY INSURED

- New Phone & Broadband sockets / extensions

« Fault finding repairs / Improve broadband speeds

- Cat 5 wiring

- Internal/external re-routing and tidying of cables
1 4 pdior t@double glazing

1é: 6. NiGENr | 07845 705900
¢ o n wwwe fixyotirbine dokuk

Learn to Line Dance

No experience needed
Fun, friendly classes with professional

7 January, 6.30 - 7.30pm
Borough Green Village Hall
TN15 8BJ

instructor of more than 20 years.
Classes start

8 January,1-2pm
Platt Memorial Hall
TN15 8FH

£7, membership discount available

Register with Gary 07961090233
candglinedance@outlook.com

g = M Lel — |
(o o el

@ Hall bookiDedgs brill ator
-t i a4 hours a pF

Pari shQWarlrly Hil!lThe Village ||
Al an Wil Il iams 1 ort4t3e5r sl 1Ne d

Village Hall . The RecreatlBn C
David Peirce . The Fire Station
www. boroughgreenyvbWhegeprermi ses uakr
01732 646040 + The Medical Cent
Potters Mede + BG Primary Schoo
Bernard 0B&16@8p i5B6FatWOr5Sways Dent i st
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http://www.boroughgreenvillagehall.co.uk
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mailto:Hello@phoenixpilates.co.uk

OF
& CONCERT* %, *gmt

Hospice

FAVOURITE MUSIC

Saturday 25 Aprilépm- 8:30pm (doors open at 5:30pm)
at Invicta Grammar School, Maidstone, ME14 5DS.

Treat yourself to timeless classics and cq@ealsing favourites played by the
Heart of Kent Orchestra, conducted by Derek Carden, and performances by the
Invicta Grammar School Chamber Choir, the Numama Choir, and solo piani:
Oliver Poole and Simon Proctor.

The concert features the Queen Piano Concerto and the world premiere of th
Coldplay Piano Concerto, as well as Star Wars, In The Hall of the Mountain King
Sabre Dance, Pink Panther, Jai Ho, Also Sprach Zarathusa and Waltzin
Matilda.
Tickets: Adults £15, Children £5, Family £35

book athttps://register.enthuse.com/ps/event/ConcertofFavouriteMusic

Heart of Kent Hospice Charity Shop in the High Street

The opening hours are from 9:8M0 Monday to Friday and 9.0Q.00 on
Saturday. Look out for flash sales at the village Adie next one will be on
Thursday 26 Marchrom 2.00 to 4.00 with most items for sale at just £1.

Kent P | wag in & re<lly

County

Council

kent.gov.uk

Worries over money,
housing, heating and food
bills can affect mental
wellbeing, causing stress,
anxiety and depression.
If you're struggling,
pl ease donot
silence. Help is available ;g;\"ee°°""dem'a'
. r support
24/7 with the Release the caio0800107 0160
Pressure service.

For more information visit
releasethepressure.uk

Suppont is 00,

Medw aiy

Serving You
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Tonbridge and Malling Ramblers o808y,

You dond6t have to be a R« % S |
three O6tasterdo wal ks wi't | f
please contact the walk leader to check that their walk
suit you. For details of these and other upcoming wal Ao
and walk leaders see our Facebook paae amble
www.facebook.com/groups/tonbridgeandmallingramblers
or visitwww.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk
March Route I_Dista_nc i
in miles
Trosley Trot: a fairly flat circular walk from Wrotham
Sunday 1stand along the bottom of the North Downs with good 5.5
views to the south. Moderate difficulty.
From Trosley Country Park walk along the North Downs
Thursday Way and Pilgrims Way to visit Coldrum Long Barraqw,
12th [N early Neolithic burial site from around 4000 6.2
BC. Woodland, farmland, bridle paths and footpaths.
No stiles. Moderate difficulty.
Leisurely circular walk from Offham to West Malling
Sunda: and Ryarsh via St LeonardaQ@s
15th y Country Park. Mainly flat across farmland and 5.7

woodland. Extensive views, including the chalk ridge of
the North Downs Way. Three stiles.

Knockholt to Chevening Circular: explore the meadows
and woods of the North Downs escarpment with
extensive views over Chevening House and the chanée
to see deer and red kite. Three stiles and three hills;
moderate difficulty.

Thursday
19th

Leisurely Spring stroll from Leigh into the Kent

Sunday |countryside around Cinder Hill, Charcott, and Coppingg
22nd  [Brook. The walk is on woodland tracks, field paths fan

some quiet lanes. A few stiles.

Circular walk from Birling with a gentle ascent towards
Thursday|the North Downs and along the North Downs Way I\/l:4’>%>

26th  |of footpaths and quiet lanes. Four stiles; moderate|
difficulty.

Walks usually start michorning.
Ther eds -waybrdak (bting frefeeshients)
and we usually finish near a pub. Most walks are-tliegdly (see website).
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FOURWAYS
ENGINEERING/fT)
g~ -l
EsT. 1973

Specialists in all Classic and Sports Car Restoration

and all Vehicles General Servicing

Unit 12 Platt Industrial Estate, Maidstone Road,

St Marys Platt, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 8JL

Telephone: 01732 884 288

Email: info@fourwaysgroup.co.uk
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